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“Lord make me an instrument of 
your peace. Where there is hatred, 
let me sow love”: these inspiring 
words comprise the opening lines of 
one of the most famous prayers in all 
of Christianity—the Prayer of St. 
Francis of Assisi. The son of a rich 
merchant who was raised to become 
a knight, Francis received a vision 
from God that led him to abandon 
all his worldly goods and travel the 
country as a poor beggar. His saintly 
imitation of Jesus’ life and teachings 
inspired others to follow his 
example, eventually leading to the 
foundation of the Franciscan Order 
and the Order of St. Clare. In his 
efforts to bring the good news of 
Jesus Christ to all of God’s creation, 
Francis even preached to the animals 
and nature itself. Award-winning 
author, Demi, beautifully brings to 
life the story of this most influential 
figure, who is venerated by millions 
of Christians around the world, no 
matter their denomination.   
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“Demi includes every single story and legend about Francis: his misspent youth, his 
conversion to poverty, his preaching to the birds, his receiving of the stigmata (the wounds of 
Christ on the Cross). The narrative opens with his Canticle of the Sun and closes with St 
Francis’ Blessing and his Praises to God Most High…Medieval manuscripts, marbled papers, 
ancient cityscapes and Persian miniatures are all sources of inspiration for image after image of 
surpassing beauty…Beautiful…” 
—Kirkus Reviews 
 
“The beloved saint gets colorful treatment from Demi, who retells his biography at length, 
beginning at the beginning, when Francis was born in a stable in Assisi in 1182. Those 
unfamiliar with the details of Francis’s life…will find it in edifying visual detail, including 
Francis’s legendary encounter with the wolf of Gubbio. Even the end papers are lavishly 
illustrated, with parade-like ranks of animals along with the words to Francis’s prayers, 
including the Canticle of the Sun. As usual, Demi’s mixed-media illustrations feature intricate 
decorative borders, along with lots and lots of animals. A visual feast and tribute to a 
Christian figure said to have lived like Jesus.” 
—Publishers Weekly 
 



 

 

 
Demi is an award-winning children’s book author and 
illustrator. She has published over 130 books during her career. 
Born in Cambridge, MA, she studied art at the Instituto 
Allende, Mexico; with Sister Corita at the Immaculate Heart 
College in Los Angeles; and was a Fulbright scholar at the 
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, India where she 
received her Master’s degree. Well known for her biographies 
of pivotal historical and spiritual figures such as Krishna, Lao 
Tzu, Jesus, Mary, Muhammad, Rumi, Gandhi, and the Dalai 
Lama, her book The Empty Pot was selected by former First 
Lady Barbara Bush in 1990 as one of the books to be read on the 

ABC Radio Network Program Mrs. Bush’s Story Time, sponsored by the Children’s 
Literacy Initiative. 
 
In 1990, both Demi and her husband, translator Tze-si “Jesse” Huang, represented the 
United States at the First Children’s International Book Conference in Beijing.  

 
 
 
  


